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Tax Reform in Illinois

ILLINOIS is about to fnll in line with Vir¬
ginia in reforming her taxation system.

The Legislature of that State has just passed
a resolution submitting to the people an
amendment to the Constitution designed to
improve taxation. This amendment will do
away with the general property tax. that old,
outworn and unjust method of raising money
for governmental needs. Under this amend¬
ment, if adopted, it will he possible to tax
personal property at a different rate from
real estate.

In Illinois, as in all other States where the
general property tax obtains, real estnte has
borne the burden of government, while securi¬
ties have largely cone untnxed. Illinois
.wearied of the iniquities of the system, and
appointed a Tax Commission, headed by John
P. Wilson, of Chicago, and Professor Edmund
J. James, of the University of Illinois, to
pfepare a taxation amendment.

The measure will he submitted to the popu¬
lar vote at the election of November. 1016,
and it is probable that the State will vote in
the affirmative.

Keeping the Issue Clear

IN the multitude of comment on the Presi¬
dent's last note to Germany one may wan¬

der far afield, for that comment is almost as
various as the commentators themselves, and
bring up nowhere. Reading the note itself,
however, there is not much real difficulty in
determining just what it means.
That meaning is embodied in the conclud-

ing paragraph, which is as follows:
"The government of tho United States

deems It reasonable to expect that the ini-
perial German government will adopt the
measures necessary to put these principles
into practice in respect of the safeguarding
of American lives and American ships, and
asks for assurances that this will be done."

There is the gist of the whole story, re¬
peated practically from the note delivered to
Berlin more than three weeks ago. If Ger¬
many would maintain friendly relations with
this people, she must abandon those features
of her submarine warfare "that subject neu¬
tral ships and neutral lives to new and im¬
measurable risks." Other matters nt issue
perhaps may be the subject of future diplo¬
matic exchanges; on this one point evasion
and delay will not be endured.

Rh'ssfa Hac k on ller Feet

NOTORIOUSLY, the bear is an objection¬
able and highly dangerous animal when

he is backed into a corner. The Ausfro-Ger-
man army thut chased the retreating Rus¬
sians across the Dniester and then followed,found Itself in a trap, from which only ahout
half of It appears to have emerged. l'etro-
grad claims the Austro-Germun loss in killed,
wounded and prisoners exceeded 40.000.

In this great conflict Russia has been
"crushed" nearly ns often as Austria. Each
time, however, she manages to get back on
her feet, and, just as the funeral ceremonies
are ordered to begin, to deal some ferocious
blow that Rends the mourners flying.

It is said that the recent dilliculty between
China and Japan was responsible for the Rus¬
sian defeat in (Jalicia. and that the endingof that trouble explains the new Russian of¬
fensive. Japan, we are told, stopped selling
arms and munitions to Russia when she began
to think she might need them for herself.
The traffic has been resumed, and the Rus¬
sian armies art- stiffened by adequate supplies.It may be that the Russians are beinghelped through Archangel, awakened only afew weeks ago from its winter slopp amidthe ice. That Arctic port would seem to be
admirably adapted to the importation of
arms.

Tivo Koads tn Charier

NO reason is apparent unless some un¬
fortunate jealousies and antagonisms

are created in advance why the council-
manic cornmi'tre on charter revision contem¬
plated by an ordinance now pending and that
committee which probably will he named atthe Mechanics' Institute meeting to-morrow
evening, should not work together in entireharmony

It is to he assumed that their interest, at
any rate, will be identical l^cli will desire
to frame the charter he«t adapted to Rich¬mond's needs and tnos" likely to promoteRichmond's happiness and prosperity. Ifthere is to bf rivalry he'ween the two com¬mittees. it should !>'. as to which will produceand offer for popular approval the moreworkable instrument f government.

It must not be f. rgotfen that, under exist¬ing law, Council i.- empowered to Fubmitcharter changes, to a referendum and after¬wards to the General Assembly. The actionof Council is necc -ary probably to efficientaction of any sort. It would he stwpH for
any one to seek to ignore ;bene electeri repre¬sentative!: of the people In a matter of thishigh importance.

It would be equally stupid on the otherband, for Council to ignore committee o'

able citizens, selected for their representative
character and special fitness to do a particu¬
lar work.

t
Wo are not likely to have loo many persons

giving thought to this matter. The more
study is devoted to the wise and Just solution
of the problem, the more the community will
profit. The more interest is aroused, the
better will be the prospect of right decision.
Let us all sink jealousies, keep our temper,
think clearly, work hard and see what we
can do to produce a charter that will be not
only a credit, but an actual help to the city.

"

Bryan's Reason for Retirement

IN a long dispatch from its Washington cor¬
respondent, the New York World suggests

and seeks to prove that the note to Germany
was not the real reason of Mr. Bryan's resig¬
nation from the Cabinet. The fact Is, uc-

cording to the World correspondent, that Mr.
Bryan resented the action of the President
in running the State Department and taking
important matters out of the hands of its
titular head, anri "seized upon the opportunity
afforded for criticizing the form of the Presi¬
dent's communication to Berlin ns the occa¬
sion for retiring from the administration."
The correspondent ventures the prophecy

that the correctness of this view "will be
demonstrated by Mr. Bryan later on."

It is not impossible. Mr. Bryan's most
devoted friends in Washington and elsewhere
are trying hard to understand how he could
have signed the note of May 13 and balked
at the note of June 11. Nobody else even
tries to understand it. If one note is more
militant thnn the other, it is the first rather
than that of more recent date.

In the meantime, Mr. Bryan's address to
German-Americans shows signs of a belated
return to balance and sanity. There are
other and even more hopeful signs in his
announcement that, for the time at least, he
will have nothing more to say. Let him
make that temporary truce permanent, and
he will win back many of the friends his
conduct in the last few days has estranged.
Some of Mr. Bryan's remarkable state¬

ments, by the way, suggest the query: how
far can Christianity be applied in national
affairs? Mr. Bryan denounces the uso of
force on all occasions, and places Mr. Wilson's
ultimatum In the same class with the Aus¬
trian demand on Serbia which led to the
present war. Mr. Bryan seeks to inaugurate
the reign of peace on earth, and he thinks
that this can be done by resolutely refusing
to go to war under any circumstances. This
Is Christian idealism. The Invocation of the
"Qod of Hosts." which has been made too
frequently in the past by Christian priests,
is anti-Christian. Thfre can be no doubt as
to the nttltude of the Founder of Christianity
towards war, unless perhaps on the question
of defensive war waged under circumstances
of exceptional necessity.

Mr. Bryan's appeal to mankind on the
ground of pure Christianity is a courageous
thing, but not so novel as it might seem.
The same problem has confronted Christians
In all ages, and especially in modern cen¬
turies. The Reformers were harassed with
this difficulty. They did not know whether
they should make no effort to resist evil, as
Christianity seems to imply, or whether they
had the right to take arms in defense of their
lives and faith. Calvin at first was opposed
to resistance, as Luther had once been, but
he reluctantly admitted the moral propriety
of using fore? in self-defense. The Reform¬
ers armed, and the wars of religion which
devastated Europe followed.

The fact is that we live In a world of war.
The survival of the fittest is the law of na¬
ture, "The Ancient Law." Christianity runs
counter to this law, and it may bo that in
the end Christianity will change the moral
basis of humanity. But at the present mo¬
ment force must be met with force. There
is no other way.

Being a Sport

Ol'T from the north of India came a real
prince. Ranji Smile, whose family name

is not pronounced the way It looks. Ranji
is a potentate of large parts and immense pos¬
sessions. to say nothing of a family tree as
endless as the rope the Hindu fakir throws
into the air and climbs up with no visible,
means of support. Well, the other evening
Ranji tacked to port and sailed majestically
into a Broadway chop house, where he made
fast fore and aft to a commodious table. One
of the stevedores carrying dishes saluted ami
received a modest order, for it happened that
the Ranji had come out with a limited supply
of common exchange.

It is a pathetic story..a painful yarn. As
the potentate sat there he was pointed out
by an acquaintance to a number of Broad-
way lights. An Indian prince! Hooray!1 There was a rush to shake hands, and Ranji
was kept busy bowing and smiling and drink¬
ing. Of course, be had no idea that all the
drinks were on India. He thought some one
was dividing the honors. One by one the
new friends drifted away, until Ranji was
left alone with the bill, amounting to $f>.50.
He couldn't pay It by several dollars, but

j courteously explained who he was, which
was met with a cold stare. He then offered
his watch as security until he could go after
tho necessary. Again the glittering glare.
He wound up in a police court, where, luckily,
the magistrate knew him.

Ranji had learned his lesson in being a
good sport. It is the lesson a lot of fellows
might learn with profit. Being a sport, buy¬
ing drinks for others, bowing smilingly under
the fake friendship of social grafters, Is a
mighty poor business.

A former Persian consul to New York is
suing the estate of a man whose life he
saved, on r note for $50,000 payable "ten
days after death." Whether this holds good
or not. it would be a mighty nice way for
all of us to raise money, to date our notes
ahead of all other earthly troubles.

It i? pitiful to think of that poor little JohnJacob Astor, the baby with gold in every
pore, having only $40,000 spent on his dear
little self in two years. How on earth the
child can squeeze along on the beggarly
pittance nobody knows!

It has been officially announced .it the
University of Illinois that the co-eds spend
from $70 to $300 a year on clothes. Why
not uniform co-eds In school-made frocks on
a rental basis, and cut down this frightful

j extravagance?

New York's first public school savings bank
at the end of a year has $12,000 on deposit,
and three cigarette and candy stores In school
neighborhoods have failed. The moral lies
at the end of the nose for plainness.

Mr Taft is out with a plea for a six or
seven years' presidential torn), with ineligi¬
bility for re-election. Mr. Taft became in-

. eligible in less time than that.

SONGS AND SAWS
llopplnrN*.

The hascluill fan.
Thrlc«j hnppy man.

Hoods not wild war's nlarM;
In bleachers hot
He finds n spot

Where ho Is free from harm.

To yell like mad
When piny la bad.

To choor when It Is tlno,
To goad the umps
With verbal thumps.

Loaves naught for which to plno.
For jewels rare
Ho doesn't care.

Ono diamond is his pride.
Of bnscbntl skill
1-tO Kit a bis fill,

And thus Is satisfied.

The I'esnlmlftt Snynt
The world wastes precious little grief on thedisappointed politician. That doesn't make muchdifference, however, for. as a rule, he Is so sorryfor himself he doesn't feci the need of any othersympathy.

Consideration.
"What did you mean." de¬

manded t.hf stern father, "by
telling mo vou were going to
school and then going fishing
instead?"

"1 was just trying to spare
your feelings." replied Truth¬
ful James. "1 knew it would
make you feel bad If you had
any reason to think 1 was
wasting my time."

Cold Wnlcr.
Me (sentimentally).Do you still love me as

you did long yours ano
She < practically).Certainly. Do you supposeI couM tolerate you this lone unless my patience

was supported by an unusual affection?

Tin* ttn.T of tlie .Moli,
"Why has that crowd collected there on the

corner?"
"A souse with a stiff neck is keeping his eyesturned up to the heavens, and the crowd is tryingto find out whether he is looking nt a skyscraperfire or an aeroplane."

The I,nst Word.
The man who means to do what's rightOft blunders Into wrong.And he who would avoid a fight

Kind Mars has trailed along.But if on agony you'd light.That starts with tap of Kong,Just let some voiceless, mirthless wightSing you a "comic" song.
TIIK TATTLER.

Chats With Virginia Editors
The Norfolk Ledger-Dispatch points a moraland adorns a tale In the following: "At theUniversity of Virginia, where the honor systemwith regard to examinations has long prevailed,there have lieen only two cases, we believe, ofcheating at examinations, and in these Instances

the two offenders were drummed out of the
university hv the student body. Would not a
similar system prevent future humiliatingscandals of this kind at the Naval Acndeniv7"

Replying to the fittest Ion, "why the home
paper," the Marlon News "says: "The home paperis your friend, and you know it. And becauseI you are loyal to your friends and to the com¬
munity you believe In the home paper and its! ceaseless work for home and home people.Your Interests and those of the home paper
aro identical, and you need It quite as much
as it needs you. And the man who recognizes
the necessity for a community of, interests be¬
comes a builder, and not a destroyer."
The Norfolk Virginian-Pilot evidently does

not expect the war to end this year. It says:
"The announcement that the indications point
to a billion-bushel wheat crop in the t'nited
States this year ought to be encouraging news
to the belligerents that are largely relying
upon this country to feed them while thi» war
lasts." CSood enough If the wheat can run the
gantlet, of the submarines.

"The Fartnville Herald, which sometimes deals
In cas to some extent itself, has this to say:
'Kitchener says fight gas with gas. Well, the
old game has been played for many years In
Congress.and on a more limited scale In the
Virginia Legislature.'1.Richmond Tlfnes-Dis-
pateli. And when, pray, did the big brother
ever detect a whiff of gas escaping from the
sanctum of the Herald? flushing nt times, but.
perish the thought that It is ever gaseous."

j "The good old summertime," says the Char¬
lottesville Progress, "Is a little slow getting
fully on the stage, but she will get there, and
before she has finished her stunt, we will be
inclined to think she lagged superfluous."

Timt submarine warfare against
neutral commerce is utterly be-

lMtliarS yonfl the law remains uri'iues-( Otlltl Nut tinned. Thnt ith lawless effect on
Atone American property and liv«-s can¬

not be obviated by such limit* of
caution as the submarine has exercised has I...#. n
demonstrated. Woubl Mr. Bryan be content with
a verdict by The Hague tribunal that 'Scrmany
was at fault in the l.usitania matter if, ; ending
the decision, I'Jermany sent -a dozen American
ships to the bottom? Using this verdict as a

basis, would he then seek damages in each of
these twelve cases. leaving Germany free mean¬
while to quadruple the list of Americans dead
at her hands? The sound sense of the adminis-
(ration's policy is that it foresees such a situa¬
tion Unless submarine warfare he at least so
modified as to insure the safety of American
lives and shipping. When Mr. Bryan would
arbitrate, lie would expect Oerman.v to stand
by lier verdict, moral as wet) as material If
it be understood that the loss of American lives
can be compounded in dollars and relchsmarks,
tit . cost would be a bagetelle to her in her effort
to injure Kngland.. Baltimore News.

Mr. Bryan has allowed what
, he is pleased to regard as his¦"'>an s conscience to overthrow his honor.Honor iintl He is attempting to create publicConscience opinion ngainst the President be-

foie the public knows the con¬
tents of the letter to which he objects. lie is
makinc public use of the knowledge he obtained
of that letter as a member of the Cabinet before
the public, or the government to which the let
ter Is addressed, lias seen it. His act is a be¬
trayal of his administration, his party and his
country With his country faclnir a critical
situation in its relations with another nation,
he announces his put pose of goinu about to
arouse opinion hostile to the government of
which he was a member until Tuesday and to
serve the purposes of a foreign nation, ills con¬
science may require him to retire to private llfr..
but his honor should restrain him from attack¬
ing the government of his country and working
in the interests of a foreign power.. Philadel¬
phia itecord.

Among the gentlemen '*onspbu-
.»T vilitti < n,,K business affairs who gave
« ,

'be Federal Trade CommissionAonc in jj»e benefit of their views on ''X-Busincss pansion of our foreign commerce
there was on one point entire

unanimity of opinion. Without exception, they
were all agreed that important buslnesp. develop,
ment abroad is impossible in the pronent slate
of uncertainty as to the scope of the Sherman
law. The law as it stands reads thAt "evftiy
contract, combination In the form of trust or
otherwise, or conspiracy in restraint of trud*
or commerce among the sever*) States or withforeign nalions is hereby declared to be Illegal."1 If this is held to covcr combinations) and prlco

agreements in foreign countries, such as
ir vogue among our competitors In theift fields,
then, in the opinion of every witness "ho testi¬
fied on the subject, our chances of success are
ho remoto that few. if any, business men will
ch any large scale risk taking them. The
question is whether the Sherman law stops at
the water's edge or reaches overseas: whother It
Ifc international or merely domestic in its appli¬
cation. On this point tho uncertainty Is so greatthat, at Mr. Davison In his testimony said. It
Is equivalent to an Interpretation In the most
restrictive sense. Such uncertainty In a matter
fco vital operates as a practical prohibition of
large American business expansions in such
otherwise very attractive fields as the Central
and South American countries now offer.
Shackled with restraints from which competi¬tors are wholly free, a freedom Imperative In
the building up Of a broad commercial structure,American business men. In the unanimous opin¬ion of the commission's witnesses, And them¬
selves so heavily handicapped at tho very startthat largo foreign trade projects are wholly outtf tho question..New York Sun.

Gossip From "Down Home"
In mapping out work for the historians, the

t»jeonsboro Record says: "Local historians are
showing some interest In tho preservation of
(luilford folk-lore, and it is quite proper that
thAy busy themselves tf) still further extent
before It is too late, (luilford Count)* Is iMch In
tales of the people, and (.reensboro Is the hertrt
cf Guilford, This was the home of O. Henrywhen he was a youth, nnd It was here that
Tourgeo conceived the stories which made him
wealthy, llo was a stranger, but. he was quick
to *ense the presence of conditions worth writ¬
ing about in his new locality."

The Raleigh Times tells how co-operation
works tip in Catawba County. It says: "Ca¬
tawba County five years ago put 11,500 Into
a co-operative creamery, which to-day is worth
f2".iinn. The farmers of that section of the
Stale are enjoying the benefits of co-opera¬
tion."

"Just to show that Brunswick County diver¬
sifies in the matter of slock raising," says the
Southport News, "attention is called to the fact
that a boy In the western end of the county
is trnlnlng a couple of bears, which were cap¬
tured within the confines of the county." Some
diversification that.

The Hoke County Journal sees the above and
goes It one better. It says: "Mr. W. J. John¬
son, of Red Springs, has more than fiOO teres
In cultivation. He raises cotton, corn, tobacco,
oals, rye. potatoes, both Irish and sweet, all
kinds of fruits in their season; in fact, every¬
thing that will grow is found here. His dairy,
cattle and hogs are not surpassed by even those
at Plnohurst or Riltmore."

Rut this from the T<umberton Rohesonian
takes the cake; "In Shannon township crons
are looking green, but are generally smnll. We
noticed sotne watermelons and some tobacco,
besides oats, wheat nnd rye. on the trip. There
appears to be more diversified crops than
usual.'*

The ElUabeth Cltv Advance records some
tall prices for "blues" as follows: "Mr. E.
Homan, of this city, received news from one
of New York's commission men this week that
the first consignment of buckleherrtes for the
season reached that market front Clinton. N C.
establishing a new early record for this crop
and bringing the shipper. A W. Aman, of
Clinton. 30 cents a quart.

1 he Voice of the Peoole
("Jill* llrynn n Dwerlcr.

'I'd imo Editor of The Times-Dispatch
Sir..Kindlv pardon nn» worrt. I 'lo not be¬

lie v« the nublic jrenernlly was at all surprised
at tlio resiRnatlon of Mr. Rr.van. Evfrv well-
posted person lonir aco had arrived nt the rnn-
elusion thni this Secretary of state was. n mm-
plete failure and totally Incompetent to All that
Rreat office. The people hnvc at last harl an

oppo't 11 n!ty of lookinc upon Mr. Bryan In hift
. run llebt. A croat orator mid nlntform lecturer
ho is. »>tit statesmanship an«l diplomacy he linnv*
nothing about; a great preacher of pence at the
ex nense of florcifv' a"«1 honor.

popartinif the Presjdent of tlio t'niled Statep
at this critical period is nothing more and noth¬
ing less than cowardice purr* and simple. Hp
should rot have the slightest weight in the
future in shading and dlrertln«» the affair* of
this great nation. \V. A. G1RSON.

Kord. Va , Juno 1 0. 10! r>.

Think* Nation *l»ntild Arolil Wnr.
To tin- Kditor of The Times-Dispatch:

Si tv .Thorp arc pome neople who would be
glad to see the United States involved in the
Kuronean war: hut would Ihe lTnited State." he
iuptiOef' |t> declaring it.= *. 1 f a helliRerent in this
teirible KiirfinfUn conflict unde** thft present
circumstance*? It would not. for we should
hear in mind that the loupes some are sustaining
¦1 ue to thi« war were not inflicted in our own
waters, hut in a rone that is in a great rebellion.

If a person hired a horse and wagon to eonvev
his woods from one part of the country to the
other, and the horse would heroine frightened
and dashed the wagon and goods against a nole.
tree or down an em ha ukrnent. with severe loss,
would any one he .instilled In presuming that the
joser has au adequate cause to seek an indemnitv
against the State for not having the road wide
eunuch" Or. would the State he Justified in
calling out the militia to shoot down its own
citizens to protect one who has committed a
meat wrong? N'o. nnhesitatlncH* no' It would
have the same right as Rngland in permitting an
Knelish commercial ship carrying soldiers, am-
niunition and other contraband Roods trf hook
passages with neutrals

Not one of us is immune to mistakes, hut if
ive play around fire and get burnt, we lake it
for our share, do we not? So. why not adhere
to the "homo rule." then leave the whole mat¬
ter absolutely to our great blessing.President
Wilson instead of permltlinn the mind to he
incensed l»v the press?

K. WIM, Rl'R.NKTT.
Richniond, Va.. June 1ft, Ifllfi.

Odors Interfere widi fliistnesn.
To i he Kditor of The Tlmes-PispMch:

Sir.. For n number of months we have been
subjected to an awful stench from some of the
abattoirs near our plant. The conditions are
such that, unless remedied, we will doubtless
lr.se our employees either from contracting some
disease or from inability to stand the odor.
Several times Home of our workmen have been
made sick and had to leave their work.

(>n the llth of Mav we comnlained to the
Health Department. They sent out one of their
Inspectors, who saw the source of the (rouble,
and Informed us that he thouRht it should he
stopped at once. Since then we have again
railed their attention to the matter, and on the
lib of this month phoned the Police Department.
They sent out all officer who was conducted to
the source of the trouble, but to-dav the odor
. s worse than ever, if such a tliiiiR is possible,
\V" phoned the Health Department a train thin
afternoon, and were told that they would do
what thev could to stop the nuisance, but thflt
thev had no authority to act as thev would
likn to
We will thank vou to call attention to the state

of affairs through your columns, in hopes that
some of th«- other sufferers in the west end of
i|>e elly will to ii us in an endeavor to have the
nuisance abated

Till'! SOI 'TH RRN' STOVR WORKS,
p.v R w. TRKKKRV.

Richmond, June s, l!il.r>.

Queries and Answers
A correction.

The middle name of Governor Gilbert C.
Walker was "(,'arleton," not "Carlton," as the
type* made us say a day or two ago.

Povtlmtnn.
Wii.it \*a* the date of Iho death of Powhatan?

What wu» his real nrttne?
10DWARD T. GREGG.

April, the exact day is In doubt.
WahuiiRonncock. lie was sometimes styled
". M I a ii I iio" and «6inetlmes "MamnnatowlcU."

I.iimItniilri, Ktr,
Prior tr» iho sinking i»f the I^usitnnla, did this

'oiintr- ootify Germnny that *he dirt not r*cog-
ni/.i- Hi', "war r.one"? I* the percentnftc of

! h'Mrtb idft* in thin country highest of the civll-
l/."d nation*? p. s.

,Vot in so many words. The statlatical flguros} urn ttol i $ lia hlo.

LEAVE IT TO THE PRESIDENT
One of the Doy'v Hes>i Cartoons.

THE REPLY TO GERMANY
(Kriltnrlnl in ,»rr York Rvrnlnic 1*0111.)

Mr. Bryan has, by anticipation and
by his two public statements.another
one Is to follow.so related his person¬
ality to the new note to the German
government that It is necessary to say
a word more about his present position.
There can hardly be two opinions ahout
his unimaginable egotls-m. Me appeals
to "the American people'" to drop every¬
thing else and "sit In Judgment upon
in> decision to resign." Hut they have
something better to do. H«*sldes, they
needed to waste precious little 11m.. in
Judging of Mr. Bryan's latest escapade.
Their verdict already Is that he has
been guilty of glaring Inconsistency;
that he has treated his party and the
administration most unhandsomely;
and that his sudden break with the
President must nave been long con¬
templated by him, occasion being only
awaited in order i'> make is as theatri¬
cal as possible A secretary of State
who cheerfully signed the note of May
13. but refused to put his name to
that of June 11, must be either de¬
ficient in reasoning powers or else a
man who has been nursing n grievance
and was resolved to llhd quarrel In a
straw. It is a disagreeable and even
humiliating subject for Americans to
discuss; and the *o!e excuse for allud¬
ing to It now Is the fact that Br. Bry¬
an's ominous thundering* In th* index
may have irlven the country a false
Impression of what the reply tfi <!er-
tnany would he. To-day he has the
effrontery to blame the prej»s for mak¬
ing people think the note would be
warlike! Let us drop Mr. Bryan and
look at the note ilself.

Its tone is admirable. Bluster or
menace floes not show Its h«*nd In a
single phrase. There is nowhere in
the note a hint of that danger which
always lurks near the pen of one who
has to write critical diplomatic notes
.Indulgence in threats, what the dip¬
lomats call technically the mlse en
demfurf. N'o elther-or dilemma is
placed before the German government,
no time-limit laid down. The chief
German contentions about the l.usi-
tanla are, indeed, riddled.'but the Ger¬
man government Is Informed that if
it has any real evidence to present, our
government will Rive it due considera¬
tion. Furthermore the German Foreign
office is notified that if it has any lues-
sage which it would like the lTnited
States to convey to the Hngllsh gov¬
ernment. we are at its service for that
purpose, as. indeed, we are at the serv¬ice of Great Britain also for a similar
object. The manner throughout is
courteous. The greatest care has been
taken not to offend Uermnn suscepti¬
bilities needlessly. If the sober second
thought of the German government In¬
clines it to do all that is possible to
meet the American view, the President
has made the way easy. The whole
note Is n model «>f good breeding and
correct form.

But what about the sulistnnee? Is
there any retreat from the positions
taken by our government iti the note
of May 13? Not at all. They Ate ex¬
plicitly renewed. . "very earnestly and
very solemnly." Moreover, the argu¬
ment front law and human Is made
even stronger and more precise than
In the earlier note. Our government
having before it the preliminary ob¬
jections made by the German Foreign
Minister, In the act of brushing them
aside is able at once tf» clarify
and fortify Its own case. Herr
von Jagow had asserted that the
l.usitftnla left New York an arm¬
ed auxiliary cruiser. This our gov-
ernmcnt categorically and officially de-
nles. And, with the main German wit¬
ness now tinder arrest for perjury, it
is not probable that Washington will
he offered by Berlin "convincing evi¬
dence" that the United States was derc-
llct in permitting an Fnglish vessel ofi war to make free use of our ports!
The German protest that the Busltanla
had contraband aboard, is dismissed by
our government as "irrelevant to the

I question of the legality of the methods
used by the German naval authorities
in sinking the vessel." No details
which do not affect the "indisputable
principle" of law involved, or the ele¬
mentary rules of humane procedure In
warfare. Will be allowed to detach thei gaze of the Amreiean government from
the "grave responsibility" which the
German government hns Incurred In
torpedoing and sinking a merchant¬
man, carrying more than a thousand
people who had no conceivable part
or lot In the war, and doing this "with¬
out so much as a challenge or a
warning."
This is definite and firm enough; and

so la the closing paragraph of the note,
In which the right of Americans to
travel on merchant ships tinder a bel¬
ligerent flag is roundly asserted, and
In which the German government Is
squarely asked to give "assurances"
that it will take the measures necessary
to safeguard American lives and Ameri¬
can ships. Germany will delude her¬
self If she imagines that the absendft
of anything like saber-rattling In the
President's note means a lack of ln-| flexible resolution on his par.t^ or on

I tho part of the American people, who

are a unit behind Mr. Wilson in allthin h re a t issue.
It will naturally take the Orman

government a little time to orient Jt-s«*lf to the new conditions at Washing-ton. Berlin dispatches mak* it evident[that l»oth official and private opinionin that rapltal in much at sea regard-itig the causes and results of Mr. Bry¬an's resignation. In a curious way, hohad been regarded there as a f*rorious
enemy of Oertnany. That myth muK
now he exploded. Furthct illumina¬
tion rewarding American feeling- maybe expeoteii to reach the lierinan For-
eittn t>fflce at th.. h.. ..Is of the special
messenger now on bis way to Berlin.nut tn the end, the Herman gdvern-
inent will tunc to make up its mind
what its answer shall be to the directdemands of President Wilson. One of
the foolish sayings attributed to Mr.
.Bryan Is that he would never consent
to put it in the power of <J»*rm»ny toI ileclOt whether there should bo war
with the (.'niter! States. But Hermans'
has always had thai pow«r, and must
have It That either her people or ii"r
(foveriinient really desire war with this
country, we have never believed, and
do not believe now. Hut to avert it,the Herman ruleis can now be in no
doubt what they must do, And if they. finally refuse to comply with the just'requirements of the latent note uf our
government, they will be setting at
defiance not or ly the established lawj of nations.so conclusively stated by! President Wilson.-but the settled
judgment of impartial and humane peo-pie everywhere.

Tribute to Burnt Cork
i When a Columbia l.'nivcrsity profes-
soi shufller off his academic robe and
indulges in recollections of minstrelsy

.of the burnt-cork brand. th« Iriyman
may follow in his steps. Professor
Rrander Matthews has seen fit to think
back to hones atul tamho and Inter¬
locutor. In the June numlie: of Scri'n-
ner's, Professor Matthews Writes in¬
terestingly. »s he always does on any
subject, of the rise and decline of an
amusement which was patronized by
theatergoers of the higher class.
We thank him for reminding us, says

the Uramntic Mirror, of a fact which
(had nearly gone .astray. that "mins-i trclsy was the only special form ofI theatrical art Indigenous to our soil."
I The new generation may lie pardoned
! for not knowing that negro mins-
trclsy is seventy years old.
There was an indefinable fascination

about the better minstrelsy of long ago,
(just as there continues to be. a haloJ about the circus. The feature that
charmed has gradually diminished.
Barnutn and old John Boblnson and
l.evi .1. North come back whenever a
great pavilion undulates under the
winds of spring and summer, hilt Hoo-
ley and Haverly are memories. In its
heyday, negro minstrelsy had long sea-

j sons In four of the big theaters of
New York <'ity. Time was when Hoc-
ley'* Minstrels ran for a whole season
in Brooklyn. The same company went
to Chicago and held the stage for au
entire winter. Its patrons were the
elite of the city. Billy Kinerson, Billy
Arlington and Billy Itice, and "Flewey-
Andy-John" were in that organization.
To-day minstrelsy is on the road. A

I one-night performance is the rule. But,
as Professor Matthews truly sa.vs,
negro minstrelsy gave us unforgotten
songs. He recalls "Old Folks at
Home," "My old Kentucky Home"
and "Dixie." Professor Matthews
might have added that one of those
songs is the music of some of the
trenches in this ICuropean war. One
has succeeded "Tipperar.v,"
Thanks to Professor Matthew.*,

Thackeray's appreciation of minstrelsy
is brought back. It may have been for-
gotten by readers of "Pendennis," and
"Vanity Fair" and "The Neweomes,"
so we transfer from the professor's
article to a place in the Mirror, this
wreath from him who gave us that
finest type of the gentleman who, when
he heard the final call, whispered
"Adsum." Bead Thackeray's tribute:

"I heard a humorous halladist not
long ago, a minstrel with wool on. his
head and an ultra-Kthnpian eom.plex-
lon, who performed a ncsro ballad

. that I confess moistened these specta¬
cles in it most unexpected manner. I
have ua/.ed at thousands of tragedy-
queens dying on the stage and ex¬
piring in appropriate blank verse, and
I never wanted to wipe them. They
have looked up, be It said, at many
scores of clergymen without being dim¬
med. and behold! a vagabond with a
corked fine and a banjo sings a little
song, strikes a wild note, which sets
the heart thrilling with happy pity."
The regret is that Thaokoray didn't

give us (lie name of the ballad.

.Inimn'M < harming Courtesy.
(Marlon (Ind.) Star.) "t-In any event, Japan has shown true

Oriental pr»l11«.»»<»»<« She didn't go In
and take China without first asKing
for It.

A Matter of Age. _

(Atchison Ololjft.)
If a woman In .voting and triln, she 18

"slender"; If she In pld and thin,.&ho,i£
"aklnny," '

-
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